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ABSTRACT Over the last decade, the consumption and production of wood pellets have increased greatly both domestically and
globally. Therefore, several safety concerns by producers and consumers, as well as environmental concerns have been brought
steadily. This paper reviews the accidents from the safety issues and the potential human/environmental harm, and suggests
precautions to prevent accidents or harm. In regard to the safety of wood pellets themselves, various dangerous situations or accidents,
such as self-heating, off gassing, fire, explosion, mold/micro-toxins, and drifting-blowing dust, can occur. For example, three
casualties from toxic gas, fire and explosion during the consumption and production of wood pellets in the European Union, have been
reported since 2010. Therefore, an international meeting concerning the safety issues of wood pellets and its solutions was held for the
first time in Austria in 2013. In South Korea, no casualties from the consumption and production of wood pellets have been reported,
but the potential for casualties from the use of wood pellets increases. Therefore, it is important to manage wood pellets properly to

minimize wood pellet-related accidents.
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